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ARE WE THERE YET

?

he Bahamas, Here We Come. Summer 2005 is upon us and visions of summer 2006 ripple
through the mind. That's when we will celebrate once again our biennial reunion gathering Florida 2006. What ? So soon ? Memories of Chicago 2004 still very much embedded in the hard
drive of our cerebral cortex ? Yes, dear comrades and diehard nostalgia freaks, Reunion 2006 will

T

be upon us tomorrow. See back page.
A Landmark Gone, Another Still Stands .. When we visited Vientiane in November 2004 for a twoweek immersion in nostalgia, having been away for 35 years, the first compeling urge was to visit
places dear to our heart. So, we boarded a tuk-tuk (a motorized pedicab; foot-powered samlors of
the 1960s were gone) and commanded the driver; "Pai That Luang, Lonmoh 08." But there, the
hospital, too, had disappeared. A few days later, we motored up to Vang Vieng. The 37-year old
hospital is intact, but much of it is no longer serviceable. For many of us, these places helped shape
what we are today. We reach into our archives to stir some sweet memories.
"Habemus Papa!" We have a Pope, the Italians roared at Rome 's St. Peter's Square. "We have a
new Amba !" the Filipinos in Vientiane passed the word around excitedly when a new Philippine
ambassador was accredited to Laos. And just in time to mark 50 years of Philippine-Lao diplomatic
relations. Her Excellency is a lady. More about her inside.
No Dear, They're Not Discussing Football. Or Britney Spears. More likely, it's a topic such as
"Dynamics of Fallow Vegetation in Shifting Cultivation in Northern Laos." But don't get me wrong.
Such highly technical, specialized stuff was not the norm at the First International Conference On

Lao Studies, held for three days last May in Illinois. There were dozens of presentations on history,
culture, politics, economics, sociology -- scholarly and otherwise -- that kept attendees hopping
from one session room to another. Plus, some mildly tense exchanges between visiting Lao government participants and U.S.- based Lao attendees. Six Mekong Circle members were there. Read
about it here.
What's Going On ? A former Consul in Vientiane exhibits his paintings in Chicago; food and marriage do mix; another Consul transfers to Buenos Aires; hospital donations from Los Angeles to
Iloilo; a look back at our Chicago 2004 reunion; the biggest boun in the East Coast; Balik-Laos Part
3. Details inside.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE REVEALS
GROWING INTEREST IN LAO STUDIES
year or so ago, the idea - let's have a Lao
conference - was offhandedly tossed
between Vinya Sysamouth, a Lao doctoral candidate student at University of Wisconsin and John
Hartman, a professor of foreign languages and literatures at Northern Illinois University. Yes, why
not, Sysamouth replied . "And since then I haven't
had a full night's sleep."
An earlier gathering, focused on Lao
history held in the spring of 2003 at the University
of California in Berkeley, was the impetus. It
showed "a growing interest in Lao studies among
a new generation of scholars," said professor
Hartman. But a multi-disciplinary conference, not
just Lao history, would be a daunting challenge.
Interest in Laos, a country considered remote and
largely unknown, would draw no more than 150
people, they figured. But when online registration
hit 200 by February 2005 from all over the world,
they knew they had something going. Planning
expanded to include a film festival of Lao documentaries and dramas; an art exhibit; and as a
bonus: a Lao cultural show at Elgin, a city 45 minutes away.
For Laos, "a small country, poor in
many ways but possessing a rich and vibrant culture, the time for the Lao and those interested in
Laos to come together for an international conference has arrived," said Sysamouth. Indeed the
call for participants drew 20 from Laos itself. The
delegations represented government trade and
culture officials as well as private business men
seeking opportunities presented by the recent
signing of normal trade relations between the
USA and Laos. Predictably, there were pointed
remarks derogatory to the Lao government from
the exile Lao community during the question and
answer segments after some presentations. And
as expected, the responses were nimble and
practiced. No way would the moderators allow
these oh-so-polite Q&A sessions descend to
American TV-style talk show shouting matches.
Notable among the presenters were a
substantial number of Lao scholars. At a conference in May 1989 in Washington DC, perhaps the
very first one convened after the Communists
took control of the country in 1975, participants
were dominated by Americans with interests in
Lao political developments. At Dekalb, the flowering of Lao studies by Lao scholars of many disciplines was in full bloom.
By all measures, the conference was
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Mekong Circle presenters at the Laos conference in
DeKalb :Penny Flores rett), Menchu Domingo-Kirk,
Pete Fuentecil/a. For a copy of their presentations,
contact Penny at pflores@sfs.edu; Menchu at mcarmendk@aol.com; and Pete at fuentecila@aol.com.

Elgin, Illinois: Lao
Refugees Find A Home

such a success, three universities competed to
host the next one. Arizona State University, in
Tempe, which like NIU, has an active Lao studies
program, will do it in 2007.
(For those who want to read abstracts
of the papers, log on to
www.seasite.niu.edu/lao/laostudies). Full text cf
the proceedings will be published in September.

An organizer of the Dekalb Lao conference wrote
on a website that the city of Elgin, with 5,000 residents of Lao origin, is the largest concentration of
Lao in Illinois. But the 2000 official U.S. census
says Rockfold, in Illinois with 1,190 Lao, has the
most number. In fact, Elgin is nowhere among the
top 40 Lao residences. ( The San FranciscoOakland-San Jose metropolitan area's 11 ,545 Lao
is the largest in the USA, says the census).
A local historian wrote that the first Lao
refugees arrived in Elgin in January 1976. "They
were Phet Oudom, his wife Sonsy, and their son
Bounnhasith. He had been a district manager for
Coca-Cola and had served as instructor for the
U.S. Information Service." This marked him as a
"collaborator" by the new Communist government
which banished all Americans from Laos in 1975.
By 1979, about 250 refugees had settled in; in February 1982, a school census counted
500 Lao. The new immigrants may have known
that Elgin was a "sister city" to Vientiane, an honor
bestowed by the U.S. State Department in 1966 in
its People-to-People program. Vientiane's mayor

Lao artifacts, handicrafts, textiles .

came to exchange gifts. Photos of
Elgin's products were displayed at
the annual That Luang festival.
Whether there are 500 or
5,000 Lao, it was definitely a full

The event, put together to
welcome FICLS attendees, "is a pure
product of community unity and appreciation, " Alan Thavisouk, an Elgin resident, told the audience. His Lao

house (estimated at 600) of mostly
Lao at the Elgin High School auditori-

Cultural Night committee wanted
to unveil "a hidden treasure waiting to
be discovered. And tonight, this precious treasure is open to the world ."
He then went on to "thank grandfa-

um on May 21, 2005. They were
treated to a two-hour program of
khene music, folk songs, a fashion
show, and lamvong. Earlier, in the
cafereria, long tables were heaped

thers, grandmothers, fathers, mothers,
sisters, uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces
and friends" who helped build Ban
Elgin .

with the most sumptuous assortment
of Lao cuisine, all donated. A schoolcorridor was turned into a bazaar of

Archival photo of Elgin houses.

VANG VIENG THEN AND

Now

Drs. Antonio "Tony" Menez and Ramon "Mon" Ortiz,
together with nurse Rustico "Rusty" Ramos, arrived
on October 2, 1964 in the town of Vang Vieng, to set
up the 7th OB outpost. Eight days later, the Crown
Prince Vong Savang, came with high ranking government officials. At a simple ribbon cutting ceremony, they
proclaimed the opening of a clinic housed in a small
stone building.
First living quarters for the team is described
as a "tenement house' in town. On December 16, they
were moved to what can only be described as a
"barong-barong,' -a bamboo shack, built in two weeks
by government soldiers of Kong Le. "The roof rained
buk-bok, the bare earthen floor crawled with beetles,
snakes, frogs and spiders,' read a description in
Balitang Laos. At night, the dust and "the cold wind
hissed through the woven mat straw walls, despite
empty rice sacks" draped across their sides. The
bathing place is a kilometer away, on the banks of the
Nam Song river. "Its waters are clean and clear but
swift and ice-cold. You ride to the river in an open top
jeep, down the dusty roads of the town. You ride back
to your quarters, refreshed and clean , and get the
same dust in your mouth.'
In September 1965, home sweet barongbarong was torn down to make way for a hospital.
Team members moved to two "small rented houses'.
Small they were- one served as the dining room, the
other as the sleeping quarters.
On October 5, 1965, in another simple ceremony attended by civil and military officials of the
province, the cornerstone of the 50-bed hospital was
laid. Team director Dr. Max Baltao spoke for OB. The
photo at right above, taken in 1969, is the finished hospital. It had its own power plant, and a full complement
of diagnostic and other treatment facilities as well as
shower, laundry and kitchen rooms. And finally - living
and sleeping accommodations, spare but livable. The
sign at the front of the hospital displayed three linked
circles, containing the logos of OB, USAID and the
Royal Lao Government.
The photo at right below shows the hospital
as it stands in November 2002. The young Lao medical
director Dr.Phetsamne Boulommavong, walked us
around the wards. The years, the elements, and scarce

Photo: Joel Halpern, 1969

Photo : Pete Fuentecilla, 2002

resources had taken their toll. A general rundown
appearance prevailed. Yet it has been serving as a
third-level care center. Vientiane's Mahosot represents
first level acute care, followed by provincial hospitals,
then district hospitals such as Vang Vieng. The 30-bed
hospital and its 33 workers ( among them six doctors
and 20 nurses) treat and care an average 650 outpatients and 145 inpatients a month, Dr. Boulommavong
said. He wished he had better equipped laboratories
and operating room (wh ich looked threadbare) .

The exact number of Filipinos who staffed the Vieng
team for periods of time cannot be determined. But
among the pioneers, apart from those already mentioned above were: lacing Buniao, Jun Valiente,
Baby Alon, Lisa AI bay, Julie Honor, Abe Espinosa,
Crispin Valiente, Bambi Bamba, Pet Santarina, Eula
Altamirano, Adoring Gomez, Minerva Erese-Will,
Pol Custodio, Vilma Valenzuela, Dickie Labao,
Linda Masibay.
- by Pete Fuentecilla

LESSONS OF REFUG.EE SURVIVAL
The Experience of Lao Nurses in the USA

response rate of 28 percent. Here's what we
found out from our survey:
• Eight of the 13 nurses, after fleeing across the
Mekong, languished in Thai refugee camps, lasting from 6 months to 2 years. (In the previous
studies mentioned above, most of the refugees
were kept from three to six years).
• The nurses were in their early 20s when they
sought refuge in the US A. Today, their ages
range from 53 to 62.
• All except one fled with their very young children. Eight were accompanied by their spouses.
Conversations with a number of them before this
study was developed revealed accounts of clandstine arrangements for the hazardous river crossings. Because both banks of the river were well
guarded by govenment border patrols, crossing
points and times had to be planned in careful
detail.

Chanthalom Phouangmalay (left), 08 School of Nursing 1967 graduate, left Laos in 1976 together with her husband Phoxay Son Phophet, now 29, was born in a Nongkhai refugee camp while daughter Davanh (31 )was bam
at the 08 Vientiane Hospital. They now live in Aurora, Illinois, USA, arriving there in 1976.

• Seven were sponsored out of the refugee
camps by American religious groups.
• Only four were able to continue their careers
in nursing fields . It is known that six other
refugees who were not among the respondents,

hen the Pathet Lao took control of Laos in
1975, waves of lowland Lao and Hmong,
uncertain and fearful of their future under the new
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Some had stayed on to staff the Vientiane
Hospital before it was torn down, then moved on
to its replacement, or to Mahosot, the country's

regime, fled the country. It is estimated that 10
percent of the inhabitants at that time, or some

premier acute care hospital. Indeed of those who
stayed, two became doctors, and two became top

350,000 settled in Thailand, the USA, Australia,

nurse managers at Mahosot.

France and other countries. The forced migration
lasted over 10 years.
The first wave was composed of the socalled elite -- high ranking government and mili-

How did our former students, almost a
third of them, manage to make it to the USA?
What were the circumstances of their departure
and settlement ?
Here was a group with all the marks of

tary personnel and merchants. They were followed by those who stayed after the takeover, but

an ideal demographic study. They were virtually

joined the exodus between 1976 and 1979. These
were ordinary villagers, low-level government
workers and soldiers. Among them were our Lao
OB nurses.
Because U.S. political and military inter-

the same age, gender, skills. They survived during the same time span the wrenching experiences of flight and of starting a new life in a country foreign to their culture. Nothing comparable
had been researched. One 1995 compilation of

vention in Southeast Asia played a major role in

oral histories "sampled" 130 Cambodian, Lao and

uprooting the inhabitants of Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia, they turned to America as their first
country of refuge . Between 1975 and 1992, the
U.S.Office of Refugee Resettlement admitted
108,400 Hmong and 123,500 Lao.

Vietnamese refugees. Only seven of them were
Lao. Another 1998 survey of 150 refugees likewise covered a broad "universe" of respondents
with few similarities. Their intent was to illustrate

obtained their RN degrees in the USA after their
arrival.
• The Lao nurses gave much credit to the church
groups in helping them hurdle difficult resettlement problems - from fin ding jobs to housing.
These were the two main immediate concerns not
only of new Indochinese refugees but also of the
Lao nurses. But the latter's education and skills
(lacking in a majority of other Lao refugees) gave
them a headstart in starting new lives.
• Their unanimous, cherished long term goal
was the education of their children .
All in all, it can said that our Lao nurses
have successfully integrated into American society much earlier than other refugees. Language
and livelihood skills learned from their Filipino
mentors as well as substantial assistance from
church groups, were contributing factors .(For a
full copy of the study, which was presented at the
First International Conference on Lao Studies,
May 20-23, 2005, email:
fuentecila@aol.com)

that the refugee experience touches one and all,

We were able to track the addresses of

regardless of similar or contrasting backgrounds.

52 out of the 145 graduates of the OB School of
Nursing in Vientiane- 43 in the U.S., 2 in
Canada, 2 in Australia, 3 in France, 1 in England.
Most of the other graduates had settled in

By focusing on a very specific respondent sample of very similar characteristics, our
study should reveal findings different from these

Thailand, the most convenient country of asylum.

the 43 U.S.-based addresses; 13 responded, a

other surveys. A mailed questionnaire was sent to

This June 2005 issue of our Mekong Circle
Newsletter is the 9th in a series that began in 2002.
The past issues were: March 2002, April 2002,
August 2003, November 2003, January 2004, Apruil
2004, June 2004 and March 2005. We have plance
to reproduce them on our website so that members
and non-members ca access them.

To
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A PARK

And Perhaps A Memorial
it stood on that corner of the city, expanding to
100 beds, the hospital served both as a tertiary
care center and as the clinical setting for a school
of nursing. It was also the first stop for more than
400 Filipino doctors, nurses, other health care
personnel and administrators arriving in the
Laotian capital from Manila. It was here that their
initial introduction took place to the people, the
language, the culture and the kinds of challenges

On February 2001 an item in Vientiane
Times announced the opening of a new
Settatirath Hospital in the outskirts of the city
funded by Japanese aid. It went on to say that
with the old Settatirath Hospital "the people feel a
great deal of affection. However the building and
facilities had become too obsolete to provide
appropriate medical services for inpatients." For
some former OB volunteers, it was surprising

stood there was torn down to make way for
the park. The building was a hospital. It
was named Settatirath Hospital by the government on August 30,1973 in honor of a
15th century king who founded one of the
kingdoms that made up modern-day Laos.
But for many years, the hospital was
known by another name: Lonmoh OB -the OB
Hospital.
It opened as a 60-bed acute care hospital on June 30, 1960, formally inaugurated by
King Savang Vatthana, as the first private hospital

they would face in the two or more years they
would spend in the country. It was here that the
first bonds of lasting friendships were forged.
Hence the building served as an enduring landmark of their service with OB and to the Lao, to

in the kingdom . A sign proclaimed it as a project
of Operation Brotherhood, the Jaycees of Laos
and the Royal Lao Government. During the years

the day they all left in May 1975 when a
Communist movement won a revolution that took
over the country.

news that their beloved hospital had survived 27
years after their departure.
It should be noted that since the
Communist takeover of 1975, more than half of
the present Lao population of 5.3 million were
born. They do not know about OB. Their elders
who remember us with "a great deal of affection"
are aging fast and will soon disappear much the
same way as a bulldozer demolished forever an
enduring landmark. A half-finished park "for relaxation and recreation" as the Vientiane Times puts
it, is taking shape in its place. Wouldn't it be nice
if some modest landmark on it would tell new
generations of Lao that long ago, on this spot, a
Lonmoh OB had served for 42 years ?

t the northeast corner of Vientiane, at the
junction of Phone Kheng St. and Nong Bon
St., a park stands half completed.
"If the money is found, the park will be
finished in five months," a city official was quoted
in the March 2, 2005 issue of Vientiane Times,
the government daily newspaper. "We've had
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plans for this park for the past three years, but
we've been waiting for the funding to come
through," he added. It would cost more
than US$666,000, a hugely substantial
sum for a severely cash-short country.
Three years ago in November
2002, we were strolling on the empty
grounds of the proposed park in the
Xaysettha district. Bulldozer tracks had
crisscrossed the surface. We were told that
a few weeks earlier, a building that once

These photos were taken in March 2002 during a visit
by Joji Naranjo (above) and husband together with
Bing Belicena. They are the last record of the 08
Vientiane Hospital before it was razed in November
2002. Top is the front and at left is the medical-surgical
ward.

MISSION : VIENTIANE, LAO PEOPLE'S
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

The Secretary Told Me : Be There in Two Days
By Ambassador Elizabeth Buensuceso
n an ordinary Monday morning in October
last year, my assistant met me at the door
of our small office on the twelft floor of the
Department of Foreign Affairs building along
Roxas Boulevard in Manila. With a puzzling
smile on his face, Armand handed me a piece
of paper with President Gloria Macapagal's signature on it, saying I have been appointed
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
to the Lao People's Democratic Republic. A
curious blend of elation and disappointment
crept through me. I immediately rushed to Foreign Affairs Secretary Alberto
Romulo and bargained with him to postpone my departure for Vientiane, hoping I could buy time to be able to bargain for my first choices. The kind
Secretary told me in no uncertain terms, "go to Vientiane in two days time."
Two days time!
Just three days ago, I was in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, attending
an ASEAN Regional Forum meeting, and days before that, in Seoul for a
meeting on cyber-terrorism. I was not prepared for this. To be honest, I did
not want to be prepared for this. Laos? Me? The old vanity reared its ugly
head. I was hoping for maybe, Brussels or Paris. After all, I've spent considerable time studying the EU and its institutions. Even my friends in the
Department could not imagine me "languishing" in Vientiane. You see, my previous posts very busy posts- Beijing, Brussels, Singapore and Hong Kong.
What would I do in Laos? Many of them predicted I'd die of boredom in this
forgotten country. My small granddaughters, who have become the center of
my universe, would not like it there. There were no SM malls to go to, no
Jollibee nor McDonald's restaurants which they could frequent just as they did
on a daily basis in the Philippines.
But God, in His infinite wisdom and mercy, forgave me my doubting heart. He brought me to the exact place where I should be at this point in
time- Laos. And so, on a beautiful morning in November 2004, having asked
God's forgiveness for almost caving in to vanity by refusing to go to Laos, I
embarked on a journey that would bring me to my first ambassadorial post.
Gone were the doubts and misgivings that misled my heart to accept this
posting. The fear of failure was replaced by a focused determination to succeed. In place of my hesitation was a joyful excitement. I eagerly awaited
meeting the Filipino community, the embassy staff, the Lao government officials and my colleagues in the diplomatic corps.
There was the Tenth ASEAN meeting from Nov. 29 to 30 of heads
of government to prepare for. Five days before the President's arrival, Alfredo
Gutierrez, a Filipino national, fell into comatose and eventually succumbed to
heart failure. I did not have my proper accreditation as Ambassador yet as
there was no time to do this. There were a hundred and one details to attend
to- accommodation for the Philippine contingent, considering the limited
number of available lodging in Vientiane, protocular considerations, meetings
to arrange, a reception to host, etc.
After the ASEAN Summit, the President and the Secretary
expressed great satisfaction for the preparations undertaken by the embassy.
After the President and her party left Vientiane, it was time to roll
up our sleeves and get down to the normal busin ess of running the embassy.
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First, there were the Annual Report and Post Report to accomplish. Those
familiar with the foreign service would know that these are the two must-write
reports in any foreign service establishment.
May I share with you some of the things I found out. Perhaps,
those of you in the Mekong Circle would be able to enrich these reports with
more detailed and accurate information. There is always the next Annual and
Post Report to look forward to.

History of Philippines- Laos Relations
The Philippines and Laos celebrate this year the 5oth anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic relations . On 14 January 1955, the
Philippines extended recognition to the newly independent state of Laos. In a
letter addressed to His Majesty Sisavang Vong, the King of Laos, President
Ramon Magsaysay wrote as follows:
" The Government of the Republic of the Philippines has the pleasure to welcome the Kingdom of Laos into the community of free and sovereign nations of the world and to extend it diplomatic recognition .. "
On 4 April 1956, Mr. Mariano Ezpeleta who was then based in
Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City) , presented his credentials to His Royal
Highness, Crown Prince Savang Vathanna in Luang Prabang . He was
accredited as a non-resident Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary to Laos. His Lao counterpart presented his credentials to
President Carlos P. Garcia on 20 August 1957. On March 1965 Secretary of
Foreign Affairs Mauro Mendez officially requested the Laos for the concurrent
accreditation of then Philippine Ambassador to Thailand, Jose D. Ingles as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary(AEP) to Laos. This request
was presumably granted .
But while his name appears in Laos' diplomatic list at that time as
"Ambassador-Designate," he never got to present his credentials to that government despite his repeated requests to do so. On 5 October 1965,
Ambassador Felipe Mabilangan Sr. arrived in Vientiane to assume his post as
the first residentAEP to Laos. Earlier Charge d'affaires Rodolfo Sanchez, officially opened the embassy in Vientiane for the first time on 17 September
1965: Mr. Mabilangan was succeeded by Ambassador Trinidad Legarda who
was based in Saigon. From 1970 to 1974, the Embassy was headed by a
Charge d'affaires until the assignment of Ambassador Jose M. Evangelista in
August 1974.
During the war years of 1954 to 1975 in Laos, there was absence
of substantial relations in the economic, political and cultural areas except for
the extraordinary saga of Operation Brotherhood (OB) which had become the
living symbol of Philippine presence in Laos. To this date, I come across
Laotians from all walks of life, from government officials to ordinary men on
the street, who recall to me with fondness, how the early volunteers had
braved homesickness, deprivation and disease to help tens of thousands of
Laotians, themselves and their parents included, who were the beneficiaries
of the gifts of healing and sharing manifested by these Good Samaritans.
According to Fr. Miguel A. Bernad's early history of OB, "Filipinos
In Laos", the first group of Filipino volunteers arrived in Vientiane in January
1957. Veterans of the OB in Vietnam, these volunteers brought along with
them "their technical skill, their experience, and their idealism ... " Their presence in Laos had more than made up for the paucity of relations between the

two countries during that period.

Current state of Philippines-Laos Relations
In 1997, the Philippine vision of an ASEAN 10 (the former ASEAN founding
members + Brunei and Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam) had become
an acceptable concept among ASEAN members. At last, these remaining
southeast Asian countries, separated from the rest by history and colonization, had become reunited in the most important regional grouping in Asia in
modern times. It was time for the Philippines and the other ASEAN members
to rethink and re-establish their Southeast Asian roots .
Laos joined ASEAN in 1997. The Philippines was among the first
to offer assistance to her by organizing English courses and programs on
ASEAN organizational structure, norms and practices for her civil servants.
A resident embassy was quickly set up in Vientiane in 1998 with
Ambassador Jaime Yambao as the first resident envoy to Vientiane after a
long time of absence. He set up the chancery at Vatnak Village, Sisattanank
District. Mr. Yambao liked Laos so much that he did not ask for a transfer but
stayed here for the whole of his three-year stint. Ambassador Mario Galman
succeeded Mr. Yambao in July 2001 . On New Year's Day 2002, the embassy
moved to the site where it is now currently located, Ban Phonsinuane,
Sissatanak District. This is near the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Morning
Market (and the Sengdara School and Fitness Center. When Mr. Galman
passed away on 11 April 2003, Ambassador Antonio Cabangon Chua
assumed his post on 22 August 2003 and stayed there exactly one year and
one week. In November 2004, Ambassador Elizabeth P. Buensuceso took up
her post in time for the Tenth ASEAN.
Two Philippine Presidents had visited Laos- Fidel Ramos in
October 1997 and President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo in November 2004.
Lao President Khamtay Siphandone paid an official visit to Manila in
December 1997. The two countries have had vigorous exchanges of official
and people-to-people visits since then. The recently concluded Visa
Exemption Agreement for Ordinary Passport Holders between the two countries should be able to boost these exchanges.
Despite these recent developments in the elevation of relations,
there remains a wide room of improvement in the dealings between Laos and
the Philippines. As Laos joins the global economic and political community,
there is greater opportunity for her to expand her ties with her Asian neighbors, including the Philippines.

The Filipino Community in Laos, circa 2004
Based on existing records at the embassy, the Filipino community is small
(about 180 members), but is made up of professionals from various fields of
specialization. Teachers comprise the most number, while casino staff, engineers, office employees and accountants and other professional workers
make up the rest. Government contractors tasked to build civil infrastructure,
hotels, casinos and educational institutions offering English and computer
courses are the most common employers of Filipinos in Laos. Three Filipino

Philippine President Gloria Arroyo is welcomed to Vientiane November 29, 2004 by
Lao Prime Minister Bounnhang Vorachit to attend the 10th Asean Summit
Conference. She joined nine other heads of states who arrived for the conference.

nuns work as missionaries attached to the only Catholic church allowed to
operate in Laos (most Filipinos attend the English-Lao-French language mass
concelebrated by the Bishop and some Thai and Lao priests).
Salaries range from US$300 to US$3000 a month depending on the
nature of the work and the employer. English teachers are not paid much while
highly skilled engineers and medical workers get very good remunerations .
Most workers find jobs through the internet and the referral of friends already
working here. They enter Laos as visitors, stay with friends or relatives
until they are able to pay for their own lodgings. Others, particularly those
working for international organizations are provided living quarters. Because
their contracts are usually signed when they are already in Laos, Filipinos in
Laos do not pass through duly approved procedures and requirements of the
Philippine government, such as conformity with minimum wage rules and provision for medical and life insurance. Thus, most of the problems they
encounter stem from lack of safeguards on their work conditions.
There is a small Filipino restaurant offering Philippine fare to the
small community and their Lao friends . Located just opposite the chancery, the
restaurant provides a common venue where Filipinos can savor Filipino food ,
enjoy karaoke, and most recently, listen to an acoustic band.
The Filipino community gets together during birthdays, anniversaries, and on occasions organized by the Philippine embassy such as national day, Christmas, and other holidays. A group of Christians gather regularly at
the residence of the Ambassador for worship service , prayer meetings and
the like, and enjoy pot luck meals of lechon, pinakbet, sinigang, biko, leche
fian , etc. On such occasions, they hold Bible studies and sing Christian and
secular songs using the modern invention called the "Magic Sing".
Problems encountered by the community range from lack of appropriate documentation (visas, passports, working permits) to difficult working
conditions (non-payment of salaries on time, absence of medical insurance
coverage, low wages, etc). The Philippine embassy makes representations
for the Filipinos with appropriate Lao government authorities, particularly the
Public Security Bureau, in the solution of these problems. During emergencies, embassy staffs accompany the workers to hospitals across the Thai border due to lack of adequate medical facilities in Vientiane.
In all, the filipino community has made the best out of this their second home. These modern counterparts of Filipinos in earlier times are exemplifying the same qualities of Filipino competence, cultural adaptability and
compassion for fellow men. These traits do not go unappreciated by the Lao.
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RODY, THE ARTIST. As part of Chicago's celebration of the Philippine's

places like the Philippine Heart Center and the National Kidney Transplant

107th independence anniversary, the Consulate there mounted at its

Institute; Fort Bonifacio Hospital in Makati; J.P. Rizal Memorial Hospital in

Kalayaan Hall on June 5, 2005 along North Michigan an exhibit of Rody

Cavite; our Lady of Peace Hospital in Paranaque; St. Paul's Hospital in Iloilo

Sanchez's paintings. He was, you will well remember, the first resident

City; Aleosan Hospital in Alimodian, Iloilo; Perpetual Succor Hospital in

Philippine consul to Laos, arriving on September 17, 1965 to set up the first

Cebu; and to numerous clinics. The journals go to the St. Paul of College of

chancery for the first arriving resident Ambassador Felipe Mabilangan, Sr.

Nursing in Iloilo where Cecile received her nursing degree before she joined

He served the Filipino community in Laos for almost two years, which at that

OB and served in Laos for 16 years. Immigrating to Los Angeles in 1977,

time numbered some 900, one of the largest concentrations of overseas

she saw how costly hospital supplies, barely used, were easily discarded.

Filipinos anywhere. From 1975 to 1985 he was consul general in Chicago,

She recruited teams of Filipino nurses who regularly supply her with the still

then Ambassador to the United Nations. Now retired after his last assign-

usable supplies. "As long as my colleagues keep on collecting and giving,

ment as Ambassador to the Netherlands, "he dabbles in different painting

and as long as Maria Loisa Cordova, president of Atlas Shippers

mediums," said the invitation card to the exhibit, "his subjects ranging from

International, Inc., keeps granting me a discount for shipping the boxes, 1

impressionist landscapes through portraits and still life to social expres-

shall keep on sending them," she says. Those who wish to add to her dona-

sions." He was also our keynote speaker during our 5th reunion in Chicago

tions, send them to 1422 Rodney Road, West Covina, CA 91792. Tel 626

in August 2004. To reach his email: rss12034@att.net

965 7582.

OLA

AMIGO, QuE PASA? We broadcast an email to all members

sometime ago that our man in Vientiane, Consul Raul Dado, was leaving his
post at the Embassy. He has been transferred since the beginning of June to
Buenos Aires. He invites all Mekong Circle members to come and visit 'him.
A stalwart advocate of our activities, Raul was assigned to Laos in February
2000. He and the late Ambassador Mario Galman were extraordinary hosts
to the Mekong Circle Balik-Laos visit of November 2002. When Ambassador
Antonio Chua (who took over from Mario) left in August 2003, Raul managed
the Embassy as Charge d'affaires for a year and two months before his
transfer. His short memoire of his Vientiane service was described in the
March 2005 issue of our Newsletter. It will take some time for Raul to switch
from the languorous lamvong to the snap-and-jerk Argentinian tango. But he
is picking up the language. He writes: "Es un sorpresa como una persona
puede aprender espanol un poco tiempo, even if these guys speak too fast."
BEST WISHES RENE AND PEPSI. Yes, that's Manineth's name,
daughter of Walter "Ty" Voradeth, as printed on the wedding invitation . She

To reach his email: rhdado2002@yahoo.com. His new address: Philippine
Embassy, Mariscal Ramon Castilla, Palermo, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

manages Forest Thai Cuisine, a restaurant in Staten Island, New York where
the bridegroom Rene Floresca is the Filipino chef. Ty, a bookkeeper, you
will also well remember, was OB's longest lasting Lao employee, staying on
after OB left in 1975. Granted asylee status in New York, he was able to
petition his wife and three daughters into the USA, while living as refugees
in Thailand. Abaci in the morning at Ty's apartment in Queens, New York
was followed by a Catholic Church nuptial mass in the afternoon of May 14,
2005. At the reception , bride and groom greeted guests in the splendor of
Lao formal garb. Then midway through the festivities, Pepsi shed her sinh
for the traditional bridal white; Rene's Lao-style white jacket transformed
into a barong Tagalog. ForTy (above left) and wife Khampheng,(extreme
right) only one very marriageable daughter left to let go.
FROM L.A. TO

R.P.

Surgical packs, crutches, nursing journals,

unused sutures, towels, dressings, and all sorts of other hospital donated
supplies- Cecile Datu packs them into balikbayan boxes. And off they go to

THE SOCIAL·NA·SOCIAL CIRCUIT. Rameil and Helen Eusebio
Torres (daughter of Seb and Lody Eusebio, formerly with USAID Laos)
hosted a party at their Walnut, California home April 9 to mark the 1sth birthday of their daughter Sheryl; OB nurses Wilma Jerusalem Padayao and
Pat Tesoro Gonzales have retired on the same day April 30, 2005 from
Kaiser Permanente Hospital in Baldwin Park, California, after more than 35
years of service; Mekong Circle Australians Bert and Leonnie de los Reyes
came visiting and lunched at the residence in La Verne, California of Dado
& Sally Ramos Lumigued; Jojo Pestanas Esteban (daughter of Romy
and Racquel Pestanas, ex-USAID Laos) celebrated her soth birthday with a
party April 9 organized by husband Greg; Penny Flores will be away from
her San Francisco, California home for a year beginning late May 2005. She
has been hired by USAID to train teachers in Jakarta, Indonesia. She has
been assigned a driver named Rizal, a common name there said he; a play
she saw was written by Yose Rizal (that's a "Y").

there is scarce solid history of our work there. Our book "Filipinos in Laos"
stands alone as the best source. By the way, it comes up among the three
search items.
BALIK-LAOS

2002

PART

3.- First there was a group of 17 Filipinos

and Lao who descended on Vientiane during the first week of November
2002. Most had left Laos 30 to 40 years ago and that was their first visit
since then. A week later, a one-man survey team (Pete Fuentecilla) went
over the Friendship Bridge from Nong Khai in Thailand to Tha Deua in
Laos. His first glimpse of the country, in the dim light of the evening, was a
near empty border immigration building where, upon turning over a US$35
fee and three passport size photos, he set foot once again on Laos soil
HAPPINESS Is

A WARM

PUPPY. Nhot Srhapanya was among the

27 graduates of the first class of the OB ?chool of Nursing, completing the
two-year course in 1963. Then two years of service in the Vientiane Hospital
was followed by a year in OB Saravane, before returning to Vientiane in
1970. He and his family fled to Thailand in 1979 and languished for two
years at a refugee camp in Nang Khai , finally immigrating to the USA in
1980. At the refugee camp, his sixth child was born. Such an odyssey was
typical of other classmates and schoolmates who left Laos. He has been living in Rockingham, North Carolina. And what better way to remember those
years of long ago than to name his eight- month old puppy "OB". No kidding. His daughter Tammy(left} sends this picture as proof. Mrs. Srhapanya
is at right.
THE BIG BOUN. Last year, there were 13,000 visitors. This year's boun,
the 14th annual edition, takes place on July 2 and 3, 2005, and should draw
just as many from all over the U.S. East Coast and Canada, say the organizers at Wat Lao Buddhavong. A boun, as we all know, can be a religious ceremony to mark a Buddhist holy day or a fundraising event for the temple.
The boun that Wat Lao Buddhavong has been organizing for the last 13
years belongs to the latter. Many consider the festival the biggest in the
USA. The visitors come not only for the multitude of vendors selling Lao stuff
(clothing, handicrafts, Lao music CDs, food} but also for the very likely
chance you'll bump into somebody you knew from the old country, perhaps

after leaving it 35 years ago. The next month, Felix Valera, his wife Nilda
and their 32-year old son Lauro, took a taxi from Nong Khai to Vientiane.
Felix, after nine years with OB and USAID as an agriculturist, had left in
1970. Their three-night stay was also his first return to Laos after 38 years.
And how did he find it, he was asked. "Interesting," was a very understated,
one-word response. There was a world to describe, of course, but words
can sometimes fail to do it. With his son he roamed the unfamiliar streets,
awed by the "dense" growth of houses and saddened by the disappearance
of the OB Hospital and Vieng Ratry (actually the night club had moved, to a
new location and took on a new name- Vieng Ratry Mai or the new VR).
Felix, at 71 , has retired in 1995 as a senior agicultural adviser with the UN's
Food and Agricultural Organization which he joined in 1971 .
IT'S OFFICIAL. WE'RE TAX-EXEMPT. The Internal Revenue
Service notified us on March 22, 2005 that we can continue to be classified
as a Federal tax-exempt status organization or as a 501 (C)3 public charity.
We had been granted provisional status in November 2001 . We shall be
using this designation in all our communications. Members who wish to
avail of this exemption for their donations will be provided the necessary tax
filing documentation by Tony Victa, our Treasurer.
UPDATE: ISKOLARS NG MEKONG
A fourth scholar has joined the beneficiaries of our educational project. Nina
Deallo has began her college studies at the Rizal Tech University. Rona

from the same ban (village) or muang (district). A crowd drawer featured this

Quijano is now on the last year of her BS in Education course; Mari Ruth

year is a concert featuring well known Thai and Lao singers and bands. The

Alconga is on her 3rd year in computer science. Mary Grace Andes has

wat, inaugurated in 1993, is located at 3043 Catlett Road, in Catlett, Virginia

completed an associate degree and is now working in the accounting office

(tel. 540 788 4968). It's about 45 minutes drive southwest of Washington
DC. Its website is www.watlao.org .
GOOGLING FoR SCRAPS
If the urge gets to you, or you have mucho oras to kill (it's summer), turn on
your PC, log on to www.google.com, then type in "Filipinos in Laos" inside
the search box, and boom! there are 25,200 mentions . Type in "OB Laos",
and zap ! there are 207,000 mentions. Type in "Operation Brotherhood" and
zing! There are 8,870 mentions. Does all this mean there are tons of documentation at your fingertips with a click of your mouse ? Not really.
After wading through the 2oth mention from each site, it's evident

of the Holy Family School in Quezon City. Our Philippine partnerTahanang Paghubog Mother Bonifacia -a social work foundation based in
Quezon City managed by nuns, provides housing, meals and educational
assistance to poor young Filipino women who have been abandoned by
their parents. lskolars Ng Mekong is an ongoing project of our association.
If we can send more funds, TPMB will name qualified additional residents
we can sponsor. Please send your donations to our lskolars coordinatorRed del Rosario at 1129 Heartwood Drive, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003
(Tel. 856 428 5134). Indicate "lskolars Ng Mekong" on your checks.
Donations are tax-deductible and no amount is too small for our scholars
struggling again st difficult circumstances.

OUR CHICAGO 2004 REUNION

A LOOKBACKBYPURINGDEJESUS

A record 310 members were there.
FIRST TIME ATTENDEES: 95 (31 % of total)
From Australia: Narsing and Helen (Esmeralda) Erilla, Jade Daza-Tan; Canada: GE!rry and Thelma (Eusebio) Aquino, Tani
and Judy Ariola, Mauro and Josie Camaganacan, Connie (deJa Pena) Frias, Gene and Estrella Hernandez, Cora Ortiz, Nor
and Brenda (Mercado)Tapang, Noun Vongphrachanh; Laos: Gina Alicando; Philippines: Sonia (Morales) Ballo, Anastacio
and Odie Cruz, Fred Mendoza, Rody and Offie Sanchez; California: Celia Esquillo, Juan and Lourdes (Alberto) llaw, Sam
and Sumatra Malaythong, Justin and Cora Parco, Marilyn Raguini, Phounsouk Sisouphone, Nits (Canaling) Verano; Florida:
Mel Valenzuela; Georgia: Chuang and Sameu Chomthipe; Hawaii: Steven Swift; Illinois: Eddie and Cora (Juinio) Balbarin,
Teddy and Lily (Baladad) Balbarin, Cornel and Angie deJa Pena, Joe Juachon, Amphone Manivong, Nareen (Degawan)
Marty, Henry and Dolly (Rosales) Nano, Chanthamalay and Viengxay Pathammaboun, Phoxay and Cha~thalom
Phoungmalay, Ron and Rabieb (Vilayhong) Roy, Malivanh Thepsouvanh, Primo and Rose Viray, Zack and Joy Xayasouk;
Kansas: Larry and Dee Woodson ; Michigan: Romulo and Isabel (Maroon) Pascua, Boy and Helen Domingo; Minnesota:
Manit and Youvary Sanguansack; Nebraska: Peter and Lorette (Lim) de Marco; New York: Amphie Malolos; Ohio: Tony
and Gina (Perlada) Liwag, Doming Patawaran; Oklahoma: Rusty and Nemia (Altura) Ramos, Kim Vonphakdy;
Pennsylvania: Thomas Khambai Rajavongsack; Tennesee: Chanthy Souksavan Luangrath, Phetjee Sayasan; Texas:
Satien Chantaraj, Don and Baby (Tolentino) Piniones, Lolit (Manahan) Stark; Virginia: Phikoun Ackathai, Rusty and Julie
(llumin) Gotico, Oscar and Bennie (Gerardo) Merino, Phimthong and Syphone Phasay; Washington: Sounthaly (Somchai)
Lapitan; Wisconsin: Cecilia and Tessie (Brondial) Mendoza, At and Nathaya Photavath.

•

•

•
•

•
•

SECOND GENERATION ATTENDEES (45) :Julia Camaganacan, Melissa Camaganacan, Chanthalome Vongphrachanh Smith,
Dennis Belicena, Fides Navera, Adam and Devora Navera Reed , Joven Parco, Judd Parco, Rene and Maricar Belicena
Badillo, Chilaphone Blake (Chomthipe), Davone Woody (Chomthipe), Gerrick and Lori Abad, Marilou Nano, Minellie Nano,
Vincent Nantes, Lyssa Paluay, Troy Vilayhong and Brenda Roy, Glayn Tabano, Lou Thor Tabano, Joshua and Rhonda
Naranjo, Kelly and Neryssa Ramos Pearson, Romuel and Julie Ramos, Rustico, Jr and Jane Ramos, Patrick and Michelle
Reyes Hillmeyer, Jay del Rosario. Tony Sazon, Jr., Cris Vongphakdy. Kathy Angelo, Gary and Evelyn Altamirano Copelin,
Claire Dimaunahan, Aileen Labao, Eric Labao, Khountavy Phasay, Anthony de Jesus and Jij de Jesus
THIRD GENERATION ATTENDEES (7): Robbie Belicena Badillo, Noah Belicena Badillo, Angelique Abad , Kassandra Ramos,
Kristina Ramos, Patrick Reyes Hillmeyer and Aidan Reyes Hillmeyer
PERFECT ATTENDANCE RECORD (those who have attended all five reunions -Los Angeles 1995; Los Angeles 1998; San
Francisco 2000; New York 2002; Chicago 2004): Vitoy and Joji (Dumadaug) Naranjo, Joe and Jojo Barcelona, Pol
Custodio, Manding and Cecile (Salarda) Datu, Jun and Claire llustrisimo, Tony Victa, Linda Masibay, Boni and Evelyn
(Subong) Alon, Conse Sotio, Marie Aguilos, Vilma Valenzuela, Angie and Baby (Aion) Angelo.
Any omissions from the above lists, please call the Chicago reunion committee at (920) 232-8210
or (513) 295-7866 or email to prdejesus@<Jo/.com, so corrections can be made.
THE EARLY BIRDS
e
e
Friday, Aug 6, 2004. Even before the registration table opened, Chuang Chomthipe parked his whole family (wife and three
daughters) by the entrance to the reception suite. He said, "I want to see firsthand the excited faces of those arriving,
especially my former classmates at the OB Nursing School".
WILLING VOLUNTEERS
•
•
Thursday, August 5 : A Hospitality Suite was booked to serve as the welcome room for incoming attendees. First guests were
Linda Masibay, Raul and Puring de Jesus, Bik and Anita Marquez, Tony Sazon and Red del Rosario- stuffing the
handouts into our tote bags. Room 1677 was equipped with a computer and printer to serve as our "back office". Lin a
Deluca Luna and Connie Frias worked on the final seating arrangements until 3 o'clock Saturday morning. Casto Pingul,
wearing a tux without the jacket but with the black bow tie, looked very much like a waiter. So Puring de Jesus kept ordering
him to bring more food to the tables for late comers, until Casto started talking in Pampango .

•

•

NOTABLE DANCERS
Second 'gen' members Eric Labao, Vincent Nantes, Chilaphone Blake and Davone Woody doing the hip-hop dance
joined by first gen 's Bob Monserrat, Eula Altamirano, Mario Morales, Pol Custodio, Gina Alicando, Joey Juachon and
friend Gloria Rocco.

NOTABLE AWARDEES

Youngest was Aidan Hillmeyer, grandchild of Melanie Dumadaug Reyes (brother Patrick, was the youngest attendee at
the New York 2002 reunion). Who came the farthest: Narsing and Helen Erilla, from Queensland, Australia. Largest family
who came : Rusty and Nemia Ramos, their 3 children and spouses Kelly and Neryssa Pearson, Romuel and Julie
Ramos, Rustico, Jr and Jane Ramos plus 2 granddaughters - Kassandra and Kristina Ramos. Other prize awardees (for
drawing their names): At Photavath, Phounsouk Sisouphone and Gina Alicando (a manager at Vientiane's Novotel
Hotel).
ANNIVERSARY WALTZ

•

•

Dickie and Cely Isidro Labao, who were married on August 8 in Laos 32 years ago danced the anniversary waltz sung by
Lydia Palma at the Saturday dinner-dance. Wedding sponsors Cecile Datu, Jojo Pablo and Vitoy Naranjo later joined in.
DIPLOMATIC CORPS

e

e

Former Ambassador Rody Sanchez (first resident Philippine consul to Laos who came with wife Ofie) gave the opening
remarks. Chicago Consulate Consul General Blesila Cabrera welcomed the attendees to the city. Former Philippine Consul
to Laos Raul Dado's message was read by second gen Anthony de Jesus. Former ECCOI director Frisco San Juan also
sent a message that was read by Doming Patawaran .
THE FEARSOME FOURSOME

•

•

Another group who enjoyed seeing each other again, after 30-plus years were Joe Barcelona, Rusty Gotico, Mario
Morales and Bert Reyes . They were some of the members of the original bo-ok club in Laos.
BEAN COUNTERS UNITE !
•
e
Gladys Cid Tabano hosted a luncheon mini-reunion for 12 former members of OB Controller's Group -- Vic Capili, Pol
Custodio, Rene Dimaunahan, Boy Domingo, Denis Hebreo, Bik Marquez, Fred Mendoza, Red del Rosario,Tony
Sazon, Louie Tabano, Tony Victa and Puring de Jesus. Notable no-shows: Cesar Mendoza and Narding Hilario.
Mekong members who party-crashed the event but were heartily welcomed : Vitoy and Joji Naranjo, Jun and Bing Gaborne
Belicena, Johnny and Lourdes llaw, Tony and Gina Liwag, Mario Morales, Narsing Erilla and Vic Lagleva. We
remembered deceased Group members: Del Ballo (husband of Sonia Morales) and Fred Navera (husband of Fely
Montoya).
LOGISTICS ITEMS

•

•

Red and Edith del Rosario, with son Jay, were chauffered by Anthony de Jesus in mom's Honda XL car. Pete Paluay's
Rolls Royce was their vehicle of choice to the airport, complete with a chauffeur. Ciony Agbayani Ljungar, Casto and
Gloria Pingul, Joe and Elvie Palijaro, Vic and Sining Limcangco Capili and Mario Morales took a white stretch limo to
the airport and had an accident. Nobody was hurt, but Joe and Elvie missed their flight and had to spend the night at the
airport. Dicknoi Abad was the official reunion logistics officer whose Chicago home was the temporary abode of choice for
incoming attendees before they checked into Hyatt. That made him official airport "Come-and pick-me-up-Officer."
MORE WILLING VOLUNTEERS

•

•

Eighteen-year old Vincent Nantes served as Chicago tour guide to his childhood friends Claire Dimaunahan, Gary and
Evelyn Copelin, Aileen Labao, Eric Labao and Eric Boschetti. (We all owe Evelyn a big thank you . She alerted us to a
website discount price at Hyatt). Anthony de Jesus and Jij de Jesus, together with cousins Gary de Jesus, Myla de Jesus
4
and friend Claire Shepley, ran all sorts of errands in Chicago for the Committee (including fetching milk for recovering
alcoholics.)
THE FOOD COURT

•

•

Edith Paluay laid out three lunch tables under the tent during the lawn picnic at their home: one for Lao food, the other for
Filipino food and the third for all-you-can-eat-until-you-need-lmodium. Daughter Lyssa was the official taster. Rody Sanchez
and Pat Tesoro Gonzales were first in line at all tables .
VERY STYLISH ADIDAS

•

•

Reunion coordinator Puring de Jesus came to the Saturday dinner dance in a long blue stylish evening gown and white
tennis shoes. She said she wanted to play safe. Earlier, she tripped at Hyatt and sustained an eyebrow gash that needed 16
stitches. For the better part of two years before the reunion, a phone was surgically attached to her ear to keep in constant
contact with all points between Australia and Russia, inviting members to attend. A record attendance was the result.
REUNION FEEDBACK

•

•

A total of 20 post-reunion comments were posted on our website. (They are still up there). Another 20 or more thank you
cards and letters were sent. To them and to all of you, the Chicago Reunion Committee is convinced that our 5th reunion
would not have been the big success it had been were it not for your attendance and your support. Many, many thanks.
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Celebrating The Bonds That Keep Us Together
AUGUST II- 14, 2006
FLORIDA & THE CARIBBEAN
From Florida we will board a large cruise ship- R.oyal Caribbean's "Sovereign" of the Seas" for a 3-night
cruise to the Caribbean. The ship will serve as our hotel for the entire cruise. We will also arrange to book
a land-based hotel near our boarding port for those who will be arriving early before the ship departure. In
order to hold the discount rates below, our travel agent will need a deposit of $1 00 per person by August
30, 2005. Send your check to the address below, payable to Magenta Travel. Indicate on the check: "For
Mekong Circle Cruise." Call Tess Papa to charge your deposit to a credit card and if you need more
information. In due time, the Reunion Committee will disseminate a program that details our activities
during the cruise.

Inside Cabin
Ocean View Cabin

I" & 2"d passenger
$366 per person
I" & 2"d passenger
$380 per person
3rd & 4'h passenger
$3 16 per person
These rates include all on-_board meals, accommodations, port charges
and taxes. Upgrades to higher. priced accommodations are available.
Cruise Contact Information
Tess Papa
Magenta Travel Group
21 I S. Deerwood Avenue
Orlando, Florida 32825 USA
Tel. 888 278 3415 (toll free)
407 282 2111
Email: info@magentatravel.net

Mekong Circle
2006 Reunion Committee
Pete Gonzales
Tel. 407 846 3870
Fax 407 846 0495
Email: drg@kua.net

...

CRUISE SCHEDULE
Aug. II, 2006 Friday
I pm Board ship at Port Canaveral, Florida
5 pm Depart
Aug. 12 Saturday
II am Arrive Nassau, Bahamas
3 am Leave Nassau
Aug. 13 Sunday
7 am Arrive Cococay, Bahamas
5 pm Leave Cococay
Aug. 14 Monday
7 am Arrive Port Canaveral, Florida
Royal Caribbean website www.royalcaribbean.com
It has all the information you need if
you are new to vacationing on cruise ships

