After almost 40 years, a group of

Mekong Circle members return
for their first visit.

This is a record of that experience.
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Mngmum towards me Melumg River, circa 1969. "
nds to the right and Wat Kao Nyot to the left. Cross street is Rue Sithatirath.
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° By JOSE FUENTECILLA
- At about this time, the,
“That Luang shrine in Vien-
tiane, Laos, an imposing cen-
“turies-old shrine topped by a
thin spire which gleams like
-an ornate golden spear in the
-pun, shall house a wooden
‘statue of the Buddha carved
by a Filipino fine arts gra-
duate. The statue shall most
probably find its place beside
the only statue venerated in
-the temple alongside the
shrine. !

Firstly, it shall be made of
‘wood, carved from the trunk
of an acacia tree. The lone
statue inside the temple is
made of metal which gleams
tike gold.

Secondly, besides the fact
that it shall be presented to
the bonzes (monks) of the
temple by a Filipino, it is per-
baps the first such gift of a
foreigner to a Lao temple. |

“Thirdly, the statue is the
product of cooperative effort,
with more than one pair of
fands chipping away at the
wood. The major bulk of
fashioning the form was done
by a group of Laotians with)
no formal education in the
arts but who were trained

SRR

end supervised by a 22-year
‘old Filipino,

- His name is Felixberto So-
previfias, a U.P. graduate of
the school of fine arts. a:
scholar throughout his 4-year |
sehooling, topping his class of |
1958. He and his Laotian
trainees began the work on
the statue on the last week of
Dctober, 1960, the month
when the capital city of Vien-
tiane throws away its lethar-
gic, langurous atmosphere to y
prepare for the joyous That| &
Luang festival in November.| .
=y AP RO -
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